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President General Secretary Treasurer
Er.S.RAMANATHAN, BE., Er.P.VEERAMANI, M.E,, M.BA,, Er.8.THIYAGARAJA, M.E.,
Mobile No.: 88708 88918 Mobile No.: 97517 04393 Mobile No.: 98436 40475

Letter No. 437/2026 Date: 23.06.2026

To

1. The Principal Secretary to Government,
Highways and Minor Ports Department,
Secretariat,

Chennali - 600 009.

2. The Director General,
Highways Department,
Guindy,

Chennal - 25

Respected Sir,

Sub : Highways Department - All Engineering Posts and
Vacancies - General Transfers and Request
Transfers for the year 2026-27 - Request for
issuance of orders - Regarding.

Ref : 1. GO. Ms. No. 10, Personnel and
Administrative Reforms Department (Per-S),

dated 07.01.1994.
2. Letter No. 23847/S/98-1, Personnel and
Administrative Reforms Department (Per-S),

dated 05.08.1998.

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Highways Engineers’ Association, we express our
sincere gratitude to the Hon'ble Minister, the Principal Secretary to Government,
and the Director General for implementing the long-pending departmental
reorganization, which has been one of the Association’s longstanding demands.

We respectfully submit that approximately 1,600 engineers are presently
serving in the seven wings of the Highways Department. Traditionally, general
transfers among Assistant Engineers, Assistant Divisional Engineers, Divisional
Engineers, Superintending Engineers, and Chief Engineers have been carried out
during the months of April and May every year. However, despite the completion of
May, transfer orders have not yet been issued.
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; I.t is fur‘ther Submitted that no general transfer counseling has been conducted
Or engineers in the Highways Department since 2017. As a result, contrary to the

?bJecnves of the'Govemment‘s transfer policy, many engineers have continued to serve
In the same station for more than eight years.

Further, .engineers seeking request transfers to vacant posts on personal
groufxds a.re .facmg considerable procedural difficulties in obtaining favorable orders,
causing significant hardship and mental stress. Therefore, we request that vacant

posfs may kindly be filled on a priority basis through a transparent seniority-based
register of transfer applications.

As per Government norms, general transfers should have been completed on or
before 31.05.2026. Timely implementation is particularly important for women
engineers to enable them to make necessary arrangements such as relocation of
residence and admission of their children in schools at their new stations. Since the
prescribed time limit has already expired, we request that the Government may issue
suitable orders extending the time limit for conducting general transfers.

We further submit that, due to the departmental reorganization implemented
on 15.06.2026, a large number of engineers and officials have been posted far away
from their native places. Consequently, many employees are compelled to work at
distant stations away from their families, resulting in considerable hardship, mental
stress, and disruption to their family life.

In view of the above, we request that the cases of affected employees may kindly
be considered on humanitarian grounds and that appropriate transfer orders may be
issued to alleviate their genuine difficulties.

Considering all the above circumstances, we request that request transfers may
be granted without delay and that Government Orders relating to general transfers
may be issued at the earliest.

We firmly believe that under the good clean governance of the Hon’ble Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu, prompt and equitable action will be taken in matters relating
to transfers. We therefore request your good office to issue suitable instructions to
the Director General for the early issuance of general transfer and request transfer
orders.

Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

U.ﬁ/\/,///

General Secretary
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Association of Tamil Nadu Highway Engineers
Recognised in G.O Ms. No. 1814 Public (S8ervices) Dept., Dated 21.05.1956
‘Highway Engineers Home’, 36v, Taluk Office Road, Saldapet, Chennai - 600 015

Phone : 044 - 2230 0190 / 4312 3792, Email : atnhe.chn@gmail.com / atnhe.chn15@gmail.com
www.tnhighwaysengineers.com

President General Secretary Treasurer
Er.S.RAMANATHAN, B.E,, Er.P.VEERAMANI, M.E.,, M.BA,, Er.8.THIYAGARAJA, M.E.,
Mobile No.: 88708 88918 Mobile No.: 97517 04393 Mobile No.: 98436 40475
Letter No.440- 1/ATNHE/ 2026 ‘ dated 23.06.2026

To

The Principal Secretary to Government,
Human Resources Management Department,
Secretariat,

Chennai - 600 009

Respected Sir,

Sub: Highways Department - Request for relaxation of
the 10 years regular service of G.O. Ms. No. 68,
Personnel and Administrative Reforms
Department, dated 23.01.1985 - - Regarding.

Ref: 1. G.0.Ms.No.68, Personnel and Administrative

Reforms(per-M), Department, dated
23.01.1985

2. Letter No.1410/Confiditional -1/2026,
dated 02.06.2026 the Director General,
Highways Department

The Assistant Engineers who were recruited through the Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission in 1998 and subsequently promoted as Assistant
Divisional Engineers after 2007 have been serving in the promotional post
for more than 18 years. However, their services in the post have not been

regularised to date.

Further, even after completion of 10 years of service in the post of
Assistant Divisional Engineer, the Selection Grade due to them has not been
granted. Although several representations and requests have been
submitted in this regard, no appropriate action has been taken and the

matter continues to remain pending.

Pay fixation was carried out based on the recommendations of the
Sixth Pay Commission, and the officers have been drawing pay accordingly.
However, on the grounds that certain court cases are pending, the benefits
of the Seventh Pay Commission have not been extended to them. This has
caused considerable mental stress and dissatisfaction among the affected

engineers.
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Moreover, many of these engineers have either reached or are nearing
the age of superannuation. The non-grant of Selection Grade, corresponding
pay revision, and the monetary benefits due to them within the appropriate
time frame has caused significant hardship and financial loss.

As per G.O. Ms. No. 68, dated 23.01.1985, the period of ten years in a
post is reckoned from the date of regular appointment, excluding periods of
reversion. Leave, other than Extraordinary Leave without allowance and
without a medical certificate, shall be counted for completing the 10/20
years qualifying service.

In the case of the Assistant Divisional Engineer post, the appointment
is through promotion and not by direct recruitment. Therefore, it is
requested that relaxation of the provisions of G.O. Ms. No. 68, dated
23.01.1985, may kindly be considered and granted in this case.

We therefore request your kind intervention and favourable action in
this matter.

Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

Uﬂ/‘/

General Secretary

Seneenloll Qurdlureryral ugel e wie] GuHYeTeT
Sipsarayid Qurdlurerenrs FmHiSD ampsgdEng!
(oireTenswr (L) erewr.64, Qp..0.8.5) (75.68.1) giewm, Eret 07.07.2026)
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T | Qurdlgpit Ca.eumeurd

aeuorsmemtiiyl Gurdlwireri,
(Qamei(ps60, ST Hliremmuld wHmILD
TEmeV LITGISMTLIL),

Cadlw Qr(O\EheTemey,

Smevenioll QurilwumeTiT g|aieiesLd,
Gl 6uTemeuT

Semeuenioll Qurplwimeri,
Cadlu Gr®OEhamamey,
Gl&6uT6m 60T
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ABSTRACT

F ublic Services - Disciplinary cases — Fixing up _. ume line for framing of cuarges tunder
rule 17(b) of:the. Tamil Nadu Civil Services (Dusclplme and Appeal) Rules, 1955 in respect
-of the Govemmient. Servanits who are placed under suspension — Modifications of certain

. time, IImits ?or finalization of. Disciplinary Proceedings — Compendium of Instructions —
lssueé. R .

i“-idu\m RESOURCES MANAGEMENT (N-2) DEPARTMENT
G.O. (Ms) No.34 Dated: 17.06.2026
- LT Ay e (), 2pafl -03,
Hmadranat e @ .- 2057.

Read:

1..Government - Letter(Ms.) No.1118/Per-N/1987, Personnel and
:Administrative Reforms(Per-N) Department, dated 22,12.1987. -

2 ‘Goyernment.: Letter No.47685A/N/1994-10, Personnel and
. Administrative Reforms(N) Department, dated 05.01.1996. '

3.6.0. (Ms.) No.40, Personnel and Administrative Reforms(N)
Department, dated 30.01.1996.

4. Government . Letter No.13519/N/2015-1, Personnel and

4 Administrative Reforms(N) Department, dated 23.07.2015.

5\ -Government  Letter(Ms.) No.43/N/2015-3, Personnel and

" Admiinistrative Reforms(N) Department, dated 26.04.2016.

6. 'G.0.(Ms.) No:66, Human Resources Management(N) Department,
dated 06.07.2022.

7. G.0:(Ms.) No.81, Humhan Resources Management(N) Department,
dated 04»08.2022. ;

8..Government Letter(Ms.) No.66/N/2024-1, Human Resources.
Management(N) Department, dated 23.07.2024.

9. W.P.Nos;923, 1213 & 1214 of 2026, W.P Nos.8357 & 8986 of 2024
& W.P. No.37562 of 2025 and W.M.P Nos.1413, 1414 of 2026,
WMP Nos.9306, 9307, 9309, 10008, 10010 of 2024 and 42020 of
2025 fited by Thiru. M.Senthil Kumar & others on the fite of Hon’ble
High Court of Madras, ‘Order, dated 10.02.2026.

ORDER:

I i, the Goyerment lefter first read above, time limits were prescribed for
oonductmg inquiries by the appropnate investigating authorities / inquiries by the Tribunal
for DisciplinaryProceedings and for finalizing the disciplinary cases from each and every
stage of the disciplinary proceedings.

(P.T.0)
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2. In the Govermnment letter second read above, the Government have issued
instructions regarding necessity of suspension arising out of criminal cases (Trap and
arrest cases). : -

_ 3. In the.Government Order third read above, instructions were issued tofollow the
time limit prescribed for finalisation .of disciplinary proceedings and also to review the
suspension cases periodically at the appropriate level in order to examine whether the
suspension could be -revoked for reinstatement into service pending disciplinary
proceedings or it could be continued.

4. In the Government letter fourth read above, based on the. directions of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in Ajay Kumar Choudhary Vs Union of India through its
Secretary and Another in Civil Appeal No.1912 of 2015 (Arising out of SLP (C) No.31761
of 2013) dated 16:02.2015, the Departments of the Secretariat and'Heads of Departments
were requested to follow the directions ordered by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India on
the limitations in the period of suspension in letter and spirit as follows:-

(i) The_currency of a suspension order should not extend beyond three’
months if within this period the Memorandum of Charges / Chargesheet
is not served on the delinquent officer / employee;

(i) If the Memorandum of Charges / Chargesheet is served a reasoned
order must be passed for the extension of the suspension.

5. In-the Government letter fifth read above, the Government have issued
clarification “that the instructions issued already in the Govemment letter fourth read
above, to the effect that the time limit of three months on suspension cases specified
therein, . are applicable only to the suspension cases arising out of departmental
disciplinary inquiries pertaining to non-vigilance and / or any nion-criminal cases; in view
of the admitted fact that the gravity of the Vigilance / Criminal Cases- is.alarmingly more,
than that of the seriousness of the non-vigilance / non-criminal cases in which allegation
of corruption is not dealt with and it is also clarified that in the event of conviction in
criminal case and / or grave corruption charges proved in any case, the competent
authority may, by discretion, tend to impose any of the major penaities (dismissal /
removal) against those accused officers concerned.

6. In the Government Order sixth read above, based on the directions and
principles made by the Hon'ble High Court, the Government have issued'the. guidelines
with regard o initiation of simultaneous departmental disciplinary action against the
Government Servants for the same set of charges as ‘in the Criminal Cases connected
with discharge of their official duty (including Trap and Arrest Case) and ta finalize the
Simultaneous Disciplinary Action as per the guidelines issued at para 9(14) of the above
said Government Order in order to avoid prolonged suspension of the Accused Officers
tilt the outcome of criminal case and also to curtail the unnecessary expenditure to the
State Exchequer by way of paying subsistence allowance without extracting work from
them.

7. 1n the Government Order seventh read above, the Government have issued the
guidelines reiterating the time limit for processing the disciplinary proceedings.

8. In the Government letter eighth read above, the Government have issued
consolidated instructions to avoid defects in handling the disciplinary cases.
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h 9. The Hon'ble High Court of Madras in its order, dated 10.02.2026 in W.P.
Nos.923, 1213 & 1214 of 2026, W.P Nos.8357 & 8986 of 2024 & W.P. N0.37562 of
2025 filed by Thiru. M.Senthil Kumar & others, has directed to file a report with regard to
the stage-wise time line, viz,, suspension to issuance of charge memo, initiation of
enquiry, conduct and conclusion of eaquiry, filing of enquiry report and passing of final
orders concluding the departmental proceedings in terms with the procedure
contemplated under rule 17(a) and 17(b) of the Government Servants (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules.

10. The Government have examined the issue based on the above said orders of
the Hon'ble High.Court of Madras along with the instructions in force. As per the existing
instructions, pending suspension cases have to be reviewed periodically by the
.authorities concerned as to whether the suspension needs to be continued or revoked,
taking into consideration .of the facts and circumstances of the case.

11. In this regard, in Government letter No.1437/N2/2025-1, Human Resources
Management(N) Department, dated 26.04.2025, the time limits fixed for completion of
Regular case, i.e. both trap and non-trap cases, by the Directorate of Vigilance and
Anti-Corruption are as follows:-

Sl Nature of work Trap Misappropriation | Disproportionate
No. & Criminal Assets
Misconduct
1. | Time timit for | 3 months from | 9 months fromthe | 12 months from
submission of Draft the date of date of the date of
Final Report Registration Registration Registration
2. |Time limit for
processing in 1 month 1 month 1 month
Directorate of
Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption
Headquarters
3. | Time limit  for
according sanction 3+1 3+1 3+1 months
of prosecution by months months
the Competent
Authority
4. | Time limit for laying
charge sheet before 1 month 1 month 1 month
the Court afier ,
sanction of 5
prosectition.

a) As such, after the completion of the above time limit for filing charge
sheets. in such cases, charges shall be framed in simultaneous
departmental action within a period of 3 months as instructed in the
Government Order sixth read above.

(P.T.0)
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b)

c)

In respect of non-trap criminal cases, if charge sheets could not be
filed even after the completion of the above said time limit, then the
competent authorities concerned shall review. such cases as per the
orders issued in G.O.(Ms.) No.30, Personnel and Administrative
Reforms(N) Department, dated 23.02.2012 and take a decision on
merits, whether to continue the suspension of those placed under
suspension and pass appropriate orders.

In respect of criminal cases i.e. trap and arrest cases, the
Govemnment servants have to be placed under continued
suspension till the finalisation of such criminal case or simuitaneous
disciplinary cases. The Suspension Review Committee while
reviewing such cases, shall consider the instructions issued in
Govermnment letters second and fifth read above.

The ahove said time limits shall continue to be in force.

12. In the Government Order seventh read above, among others the following time
limits has been prescribed in respect of the following stages of the departméntal
disciplinary proceedings:-

12(ii)

-For appointment of enquiry officer wherever necessary | 7 days
after the receipt of the explanation.

)

| For the Disciplinary Authority to take a decision after the | 10 days
| receipt of Inquiry Officer's report

The Government after careful consideration, has decided to partially modify the
above said time lines as follows:-

12(iii) | For appointment of enquiry officer wherever necessary | 15 days
after the receipt of the explanation.
(v) |For the Disciplinary Authority to take a decision, after the

receipt of the Inquiry Officer’s report.
(i) Non-Vigilance Cases 20 days

(2 months for scrutiny by the DVAC + 20 days®)

(i) Vigitance Cases 80 days*

13. In continuation of guidelines issued in the Government Order severnth read
above, the Government also orders that in respect of Government Servants who. are
placed under suspension due to contemplation of departmental disciplinary action in
non-vigilance cases; charges shall be framed within three months from the date of

placing under suspension.

Tamil Nadu Highway Engineers News 15

July 2026



\

finalizing them are as follows:-

14. Accordingly, the Government hereby directs that the timeline for processing
the disciplinary proceedings so as to ensure that there is no unwarranted delay in

(i) | To complete the investigation by Directorate of | One year
Vigilance and Anti-Corruption and to send a report to
Government through Vigilance Commission.

(i) | To complete the enquiry by the Tribunal and to send | One year
its findings to the Department of Secretariat.

(iit) | To pass final orders by the Government / Heads of Four
Department on receipt of the report of the Tribunal. months

Time limits for crossing every stage of the departmental disciplinary proceedings:-

0]

a)For calling for explanation under Rule 17(a) of the
Tamil Nadu Civil Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules or
for framing of charges under Rule 17(b) of the said rules
after the lapse comes to notice.

b) For calling for explanation under Rule 3(a) of the
Tamil Nadu Police' Subordinate Services (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules,1955 or framing of charges under
Rule 3(b) of the said rules after the lapse comes to the
notice.

(The choice of the rule under which the disciplinary
proceedings should be initiated is very important and the
Disciplinary Authorities are expected to take a decision by
considering the nature of lapses committed.)

15 days

(i)

For the delinquent officer to peruse the records and to
submit his written explanation.

30 days

(iif)

For appointment of Inquiry Officer wherever necessary
after the receipt of the explanation.

15 days

(iv)

' For the Inquiry Officer to complete enquiry and submit the

enquiry report.

30 days

)

For the Disciplinary Authority to take a decision, after
the receipt of the Inquiry Officer's Report.

(i) Non-Vigilance Cases
(ii) Vigilance Cases
(2 months for scrutiny by the DVAC + 20 days™)

20 days
80 days*

(vi)

For obtaining the further representation of the delinquent
officer on the report of the Inquiry Officer.

15 days

(vii)

For obtaining the views of Tamil Nadu Public Service

30 days

Commission, whenever it is consulted.

(P.T1.0)
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(viily | For ‘issue of final orders on the departmental disciplinary
proceedings:-

(a) By Disciplinary Authority other than Govermment. 7 days

" (b) By Department of Secretariat which have to consuit | 30 days
other Departments and obtain orders in circulation.

15. All the disciplinary authorities shall follow the guidelines and time. limits
prescribed. in paras 11,13 and 14 above, strictly, without any deviation, failig which ‘will
entail severe action against the officials responsible for their lapses.

16. All the Departments of Secretariat and Heads of Department are directed to
issue suitable instructions to all the authorities concerned under their control, in this

regard.
(BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR)
M. SAI KUMAR
CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT
To

All the Additional Chief Secretaries / Principal Secretaries / Secretaries to Government,
Secretariat, Chennai — 600 009.

All Heads of Department, including District Judges and District Collectors.

The Secretary, Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission,
Chennai — 600 003.

The Registrar, Hon’ble High Court, Chennai — 600 104. :

The Director, Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption, Chennai — 600 016.

The Commissioner for Disciplinary Proceedings,
(Chennai / Coimbatore / Madurai [Tiruchirappalli / Tirunelveli / Nagercoil)

The Human.Resources Management (Inspection I, Il and lll) Department,
Secretariat, Chennai — 600 009.

Copy.to:

The Personal Assistant to Office of the Minister (Human Resources Management),
Chennai - 600 009.

The Principal Private Secretary to Chief Secretary to Government, Chennai - 600 009.

The Additional Chief Secretary / Vigilance Commissioner and
Commissioner for Administrative Reforms, Secretariat, Chennai-600 009.

All the Departments of Secretariat, ((O.P. Sections) with a request to communicate
the copy of the order to all sections in their departments).

The Human Resources Management (L1/L2/L3) Depariment,
Chennai — 600009. (5 copies each)

The Human Resources Management (AR) Department, Chennai — 600009,

The Vigilance Commission, Secretariat, Chennai —~ 600 009. (10 copies)

The Private Secretary to Principal Secretary to Government,
Human Resources Management Department, Chennai - 600 009.

Stock File / Spare Copies. (C. No.133/N2/2026)

IIFORWARDED BY ORDER/

SECTION O

e
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QewnE ey 2 midlernt QurdesT grfli 2 Gt
Sleneor Gaurh 360

LD 6(5 Slevemiy LMTggmed, Cudleurmsy, HlemerSgmed, spaiiGleum(m ellgLomsr o swri&Slaer,
BLosmo gflwimosd mLpsit QeusfliLbL.

s Fovenr flamearssre Sy eum, @ Hovsnr uTigaTsd Camud au(mL, s Flevsni
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Q& emTie (8 GLD.
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Sewrenouwlled oL Qubmm  SBPETH OO EFTme  QuTdlwrert smEs CaiTsedle,
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Qm&Sni. gma gjeut HeoL (WeniLOESS eurphgl @ maSnmi.

Sigermed gmer, gjeuflet Sfllemu, geremu, geuflaT CuEma, HLDLOMTE STSHTTEUITLOTES
(D5 G185 Qsmaier (Lpigiwielsdemev.

sorasit o Gaer, 2 Le e@ETT UPSl @Q@mBSTMID, s UsTdfllemuwn, geufler
SleTumenr GUEMEWLD, QIHATTHID LMSGS (PPUTH. IJSSHMSW 2 6TaTd GSTeoL I|eTu,
sTeT@meTmILD FHLg) OEEhesSle Hess eurpsuri. gjaufler HenarasGarm® BTD CSTLTHS
uwewefliiGuimid.
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